
 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

Keeping students engaged with school and actively involved is an important part of their 
schooling and something we do particularly well at Manurewa High School.  Again this 
year we have all the Cultural groups involved in the ASB Polyfest and hopefully you had 
an opportunity to attend.  A large number of students proudly represented our school 
with outstanding performances. 
 

Education outside the classroom is so important and we have many groups away on 
camps at this time of the year.  Thank you for your support and to those that have paid 
the donation—it really helps us to make sure that our students get the best learning 
opportunity possible. 
 

Students are also training hard for winter sport and the Rugby programme is well 
underway with early morning trainings.  Money is harder to get from the Charitable 
Trusts at present, which is why we have had to cut back on the equipment at Year 9, but 
we are pleased to report that we had 238 registered rugby players in 2008—up from 30 
five years ago.  Many thanks to Andrew Talaimanu and his team of coaches for doing 
such a good job with the rugby programme. 
 

Our sports teams are now competing at National Championships—Volleyball, Waka 
Ama and we wish them all the best. 
 

The Concert Bands are fundraising for their Australian Tour and I am sure you will have 
been approached to buy a raffle ticket or two! 
 

The school year has started very well and the behaviour of students has been excellent. 
Thank you for supporting everything that we do to ensure that our high standards are 
met and that students know what our expectations are. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at future school events.  
 
Best Regards 
 
 
 
 
R J Thornton, Principal 
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Important Dates 
 
 
Wednesday 25 March 
NCEA Presentation @ 6pm 
- see notice below  
 
Monday 30 March 
Interim Reports issued at 
Form Period end of day 
 
Thursday 2 April 
Interim Report Meetings 
3.00-5.30pm & 6.30-8.30pm 
- see notice below 
 
Saturday 4 April 
ABRSM Theory Exams 
 
Monday 6 April 
International Week 
Y12 Adventure Camp 
 
Tuesday 7 April 
International Week 
Y12 Adventure Camp 
 
Wednesday 8 April 
International Week 
Y12 Adventure Camp 
 
Thursday 9 April 
International Week 
Y12 Adventure Week 
Term 1 Concludes 
 
Monday 27 April 
Term 2 commences 

There will be a special  

NCEA Presentation   
for Maori parents  

 

6pm Wednesday 25 March in the Whare  
 

The speaker is Conrad Herewini Pouwhakataki  
of the Ministry of Education 

 

INTERIM REPORT MEETINGS 
Thursday 2 April 

NOTE—Students will be dismissed from school  
@ 1.05pm on Thursday 2 April, 

with the exception of  03 HAC students who will participating in 
“Restaurant Service” Assessments and will be dismissed @ 2.30pm 
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Early Notification System 
Manurewa High School runs an “Early Notification” text 
message service.  If the student is absent from their 
Period 1 class, a text message and/or email will be 
sent home asking for you to provide an explanation.  
You can reply to the school via email, phone or text 
and our attendance records will be updated 
accordingly.  If you have a new mobile phone number 
or wish to add an email address to our database, 
please contact the Attendance Centre on extn 310. 

MHS Concert Band Tour 
Getting paid to eat chocolate biscuits sounds like a 
tough job.  But somebody’s got to do it.  In this case, 
it’s 22 happy senior concert band students from our 
school who will be tasting and commenting on Griffins 
products as a way of fundraising for the band’s tour to 
Brisbane this year. 
The school’s senior concert band has achieved notable 
success in recent years including gold and silver 
awards at national festivals, and a gold medal at last 
year’s highly competitive KBB Auckland Secondary 
School Band Festival.  What makes the band’s 
success even more striking is that many of its 
members have not even played a musical instrument 
prior to entering high school. 
Deputy Principal Daniel Wilson says the senior concert 
band’s success is a combination of student work and 
staff dedication.  Currently the band is conducted by 
one of Auckland’s up and coming young conductors, 
Miss Yih-hsin Huang, a trained teacher and conductor. 
Miss Huang is currently completing a Masters in music 
performance at the University of Auckland specialising 
in French Horn. 
The band students are looking forward to showing off 
their skills to their Australian counterparts.  From 16-23 
July, the band will perform at three Australian 
secondary schools, and aboard a boat during a cruise 
down the Brisbane river.  The group will also attend a 
workshop held by Barry Gott, one of Australia’s top 
conductors/composers. 
Fundraising is underway, with the group half-way 
towards achieving the funds necessary to cross the 
ditch. 

Congratulations to the following students on 
their achievements: 
Emily Ford Yr13 represented our school over the 
summer holidays as an exchange student to Japan.  
She attended our sister school Takasaki Higashi High.  
Danielle Soo Yr13 represented Manukau City Council 
in the sister city exchange to Utsunomya, Japan over 
the summer holidays too.  Both girls made us proud 
and were great ambassadors for Manurewa High 
School, South Auckland and New Zealand—thank you 
Emily & Danielle! 
Cameron McFarlane (2000-2004)has just gained a 
first class honours in Chemical and Materials 
Engineering at the University of Auckland.  Cameron 
writes: I would like to thank the school, staff and other 
pupils for the fantastic education that I received at 
Manurewa High School and the life skills and 
determination that I obtained as well.  I would not have 
achieved this great degree without the support from 
staff at the school, please pass on my thanks them. 
Mellissa Draffin 11CX attended five days of “Hands 
on Science” at Otago University in January. She 
represented Manual as the recipient of the University 
of Otago Award at the regional Science Fair and her 
trip and fascinating view of the Scientific World were 
part of her prize. 

Swimming Sports  
Our school swimming sports were held on 12 
February.  Results:  Junior Boys Champion Taylor 
Temuco, Junior Girls Champion Kelly Stewart, 
Intermediate Boys Champion Leyden Haring, 
Intermediate Girls Champion Cassie Ganley, Senior 
Boys Champion Sam Granger,  Senior Girls Champion 
Sappho Mire.  These students went on to compete in 
the Counties Manukau Swimming Champs on 23 
February.  Cassie Ganley won 1st place in the 
Intermediate Girls Butterfly final.  All of the MHS 
students represented our school extremely well against 
some of the best swimmers in Auckland. 

City and Guild International Exam 
13HAC students do a two year programme in HAC and 
they sit a 3 hour theory and a 5 hour practical exam at 
the end of their second year gaining worldwide 
recognised qualification “Certificate in Food 
Preparation and Cooking 7065”.   
Results from the November 2008 exam are as 
follows— 
� 8 with Distinction over 85% 
� 5 with Credit between 65—84% 
� 2 with Pass 50—64% 

Physics Tournament 
Three Manurewa High School students, Sam 
Granger, Danielle Soo and Anne Sim attended a 
Physics Tournament held at Kings College on 
Saturday 7 March. Twelve schools entered.   
Our team have shown that our school is particularly 
strong at practical work. Their experimental methods 
were superior to most other schools, they had data 
that was superior in both quality and quantity, they 
had used innovative and creative ways to solve the 
problems, they had amongst the strongest evidence 
of actually doing the work themselves e.g. thermal 
images, photos, videos etc.  In these ways they 
were one of the better teams. Their Powerpoints 
were awesome and interesting and fully based on 
their own data. The team came ninth place, 1 point 
behind St Cuthberts who came eighth. 
Overall we were proud of the way they conducted 
themselves and the immense amount of 
perseverance and effort they had put in showed. 

 

LUNCH PASSES 
Manurewa High School does not issue passes  

for students to go home for lunch.  
Please do not give notes for students to leave school 

grounds to go home for lunch 
—they will be refused permission. 



CCCCAREERSAREERSAREERSAREERS U U U UPDATEPDATEPDATEPDATE        
    
    
New staffNew staffNew staffNew staff    
We welcome Mr Reid as our new Gateway Coordinator. Mr Reid has seven years experience in 
this role and replaces Mr Murray who retired and who is now assisting us with Career 
counselling part time. 
    

    
TV appearancesTV appearancesTV appearancesTV appearances    
Three of our students are currently on air – TV2 Just the Job 9.30am Saturday mornings. The series was filmed 
last year and features – Joel Neho, Michael Eastham and Mohnish Iyer. We are currently taking names of 
senior students interested in auditioning for the next series. 
    
Parent surveyParent surveyParent surveyParent survey    
On 2 April we will be asking parents/caregivers to complete a short career education survey when they attend 
Parent Report Interviews so we can enhance the information and services we currently provide. We would 
greatly appreciate your input.  
    
Student interviewsStudent interviewsStudent interviewsStudent interviews    
All Yr 12 and 13 students will have a career planning individual interview and complete a career module in 
terms one and two. 
 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events::::    
    
Saturday 21 MarchSaturday 21 MarchSaturday 21 MarchSaturday 21 March – Open day RNZAF, Whenuapai Air Base 9am. $5 entry. A chance to see all the careers 
they offer and some international aircraft. 
    
Tuesday 31 MarchTuesday 31 MarchTuesday 31 MarchTuesday 31 March – INZONE Careers Bus visiting Manurewa High School. Yr 11 students 
have been timetabled to visit during class time to check out the interactive displays. 
    
Tuesday 31 March registrationTuesday 31 March registrationTuesday 31 March registrationTuesday 31 March registration – Waikato University visit. Any Yr 13 student planning on 
attending Waikato next year can register with us to attend their open day on 8 May. Free transport to and 
from Hamilton plus a tour of the campus and mini lectures.        
    
Wednesday 1 AprilWednesday 1 AprilWednesday 1 AprilWednesday 1 April————KAITIKAITIKAITIKAITI—Career programme for Year 13 Maori students at AUT.  11 students have indicated 
their intention to attend. 
    
Tuesday 7 AprilTuesday 7 AprilTuesday 7 AprilTuesday 7 April – MIT experience day for Yr 13 students interested in Nursing or Business (accounting/
management). Students need to register their interest with us. 
    
Wednesday 8 AprilWednesday 8 AprilWednesday 8 AprilWednesday 8 April – University of Auckland FUTURES evening for Yr 13 girls interested in physics, maths or 
computer science. Students need to register their interest with us. 
    
Tuesday 14 AprilTuesday 14 AprilTuesday 14 AprilTuesday 14 April – NZIFST BIG DAY OUT for Yr11, 12, 13 students interested in Food Science. To be held at 
Alfriston College, this opportunity is organised and run by Massey, AUT and Auckland universities. Students 
must register their interest with us. NB:NB:NB:NB: This is in the school holidays. 

Want someone else to do your chores 4 FREE?Want someone else to do your chores 4 FREE?Want someone else to do your chores 4 FREE?Want someone else to do your chores 4 FREE?    
 

Do you have odd jobs around the house that need to be done? 
Would you love to have someone else mow your lawn and 

work in your garden for the day? 
Churches in Manurewa are looking for families that they can 

serve during the weekend of 3—5 April. 
If you are interested in being one of the lucky homes,  

then log on www.lifechurch.net.nz for more details and registra-
tion or ring Sua on 021922458. 

Spaces are limited—first come, first served 

Vision Resource Centre are WINNERS!Vision Resource Centre are WINNERS!Vision Resource Centre are WINNERS!Vision Resource Centre are WINNERS!    
 

The Vision Resource Centre entered a competition 
with the Radio Station Auckland Classic Hits and 

won a $100 voucher from Bakers Delight.  They also 
won a further prize which was a ‘Healthy Lunch 

Shout’ by the Radio Station.  Representatives of the 
radio station came to Manurewa High School to 
shout the students and staff lunch in the Vision 
Resource Centre on Wednesday 25 February. 

 



Look for Indian Cooking in Term 3 
2-116 Tai Chi Chuan. 
   ..................  (8 weeks) $35, 2 Terms $50 
2-117 NZ Day Skipper.  .  (7 weeks) $75 
2-118 NZ Boatmaster.    (14 weeks) $105 
2-121 Muka (Flax Fibre) Weaving  6-

9pm  .................................................   $55 
Look for Computing for Real Beginners Term 3 
Look for Spreadsheets using MS Excel Term 3 
 

Tuesday Starts May 12 (7 - 9pm) 
 

2-206 Power Point Presentation  
   ..................................  (4 weeks) $35 
2-209 Creating a Family Tree - Using the 

Internet and Genealogy Software*  $65 
Look for Computing Art using Photoshop 

Elements in  Term 3 
2-211 Cake Decorating Beginners. 
 Term 2 - Construct a variety of sugar flowers, 

flower moulding and wired sprays.  
   ............................................   (8 weeks)  $35 
 Term 3 - Learn to cook, decorate and ice mini-

fruit cakes professionally. Floodwork, moulding, 
side-designs and pipework skills taught. 

   .............................................  (8 weeks) $35 
 Term 4 - Bass-relief and figure moulding—3D 

picture created in sugar paste and a figure 
moulding sculpture. 

   ..........   (8 weeks) $35 (All 3 Terms $55) 

Monday Starts May 11 (7 - 9pm) 
All classes 7 weeks unless stated otherwise 

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages. 
Three classes - 

 Beginners 
 Elementary 
 Pre Intermediate  
 Semester 2 classes all start 4 August  

in Term 3 (18 weeks)    New students $85,  
   ...................  Current ESOL students $70 
2-104 Essential MS Office Computer 

Skills.Learn the basics of Windows software, 
Word, Excel, Internet and email before moving on 
to advanced features  ................................  $65 

2-108 Digital Video Editing Intermediate*.  
using “MS Movie Maker 2” and Adobe 
Premier Elements.  ...........................   $65 

2-110 Facebook, Google & Flickr 
 Learn how to use these popular networking and 

reference sites  ..........................  (6 weeks) $55 
2-111 Digital Photography Skills*  
   ..................................................  (8 weeks) $65 
Look for Interior Design in Term 3 
Look for Word Processing in Term 3 
2-114 Smart Business Management and 

Accounting.  ..............................................   $80 
2-115 Winter Soups and Salads.  ......  $50 

2-212 Landscape Design - Intro.  ........  $35 
2-213 Defensive Driving - Street Talk. 
 Theory  .................  (4 nights) pay MHS $70 
 Practical driving test & Certificate—

booked with a Pass-right certified driving 
instructor  .................................................  $50 

2-216 Prosperity Series Are you finding 
your income too small for your lifestyle? 

   .........................................   (4 nights) $25 
2-218 Rental Income - IRD  (2 nights) $15 
2-219 Ace Payroll  ................  (5 weeks) $75 

 

Wednesday Starts May 13 (7-9pm) 
 

2-302 Sewing, Patchwork, Quilting & 
Crafts.   Term $40, 2 Terms $55, year $75 

2-305 Small Business Computerised 
Accounting using MYOB*.  .......   $95 

2-309 Woodworking for Women.  
   .........................................   T $45 2T $60 
2-310 Woodworking  ........   T $45 2T $60 
2-312 Painting Portraits    (18 weeks)$50 
2-313 Sustainable Living  (8 weeks) $45 
2-314 VHF Marine Radio Licence  
   ........................................   (3 weeks) $60 
2-315 Understanding GPS. Starts June 3  
   ........................................   (3 weeks) $75 

*Must be familiar with Windows or 
completed Introduction to Computing 

Manurewa High School Community Education 
Term 2 Courses 2009 

Prospectus & Enrolment form - http://www.manurewa.school.nz/ced;  
 Manurewa HS, 67 Browns Road, Manurewa; local libraries or Phone 268 3892 

ASB POLYFEST  
Thursday 19 March—Saturday 21 March 

 

Samoan Group 
1st=   with Otahuhu College for the Ulufale (Entrance) - shared trophy 
1st=  with James Cook High School for the Fuataimi (Conductor) 
2nd  for the sāsā (slap dance) 
Tagi So’oa’emalelagi, the teacher in charge of the Samoan Group, would like to say a huge thankyou to all 
the students of the Samoan Group, for their great effort and time put into their performance on Friday 20 
March at the ASB Maori and Polynesian Festival.  A big thankyou to our Fuataimi (Ailepata Lavea) who did a 
fantastic job, taking out a 1st= place with James Cook High School.  And not forgetting the tutors, past 
students Freddy Tutuila and Charlie Fidow, along with the great support from staff Mr Pete Jones and Mr 
Harold Soe and everyone who supported the group. The huge support from the staff and senior management 
cheering and watching made the students so proud.  
 

Maori Group 
1st     Female Leader  Delaney Rudoplph 
1st    Male Leader  Hoera Pou 
3rd    Poi, Action Song and Female Costume 
Most Improved Group  Koanga Section 
 

Indian Group 
On Thursday 19 March, the non-competitive Diversity Stage of the Polyfest saw a strong contingent of thirty 
multi-ethnic students from our school perform a lively, ten minute Indian dance.  The eager crowd gave them 
an appreciative applause. 
Despite the heavy rain and rather early start, our versatile students showed remarkable enthusiasm and 
impressive team work.  They made outstanding ambassadors for our vibrant multi-cultural school. 
In keeping with this year’s theme of “Many Cultures—One World”, the group comprised students of Indian, 
Pacific Island, European and Asian origin.  The dance showed one way in which visitors could adapt to the  
Culture of each of the countries through which they travelled.  Music used was Indian, Chinese and Spanish. 
Congratulations, Indian Group, for a job well done—Raghunath Singh 


