
Dear Parents and Guardians 
�
On Friday 21 August we fare welled our Principal, Mr Richard Thornton. 
On the morning of Thursday 20 August, special student assemblies were held for each form 
level; and in the afternoon Mr Thornton was fare welled by staff, former staff and Board of 
Trustees members, friends of the school, local principals and invited guests.  It was especially 
fitting that the Mayor of Manukau City, Mr Len Brown, and the MP for Manurewa, Mr George 
Hawkins, attended and paid tribute to Mr Thornton’s valued and tireless work for our school and 
community.  As well as addresses and presentations by Staff and the Board of Trustees, 
students, both past and present, participated in the afternoon with speeches, items and 
presentations.  The afternoon was a truly special occasion which acknowledged Mr Thornton’s 
tremendous contribution to our school. 
Throughout his six and a half years at Manurewa High School , Mr Thornton made every 
endeavour to ensure that each student had the opportunity to ‘be the very best that they can be’.   
As parents, you will have appreciated the fact that Mr Thornton was a highly visible Principal.  
Wherever his students have been, Mr Thornton has been. He was there on the sideline of the 
sports fields or courts to watch his students play.  He was there in the halls and auditoriums to 
watch his students perform.   He was there in the many different venues to watch his students 
receive their awards, and to celebrate their successes with them.  Whatever the occasion, Mr 
Thornton would make every effort to be there to support his students. He gave of his time 
unstintingly; and his pride in his students, and his school, was enormous. 
On the afternoon of Friday 21 August Mr Thornton was officially welcomed onto the ERO 
grounds and into the ERO team.  It was a most moving experience, and those Manurewa High 
School staff and students who were present at the powhiri felt privileged to be part of such a 
special occasion. 
As Manager of the Northern Region of the Education Review Office, Mr Thornton will oversee 
the 85 staff who reviews school and early childhood services from Te Hapua in the Far North to 
Rotorua in the south.   I am confident that Mr Thornton’s expertise, enthusiasm and drive will 
stand in him good stead for the responsibilities in his new role.    Our best wishes go with him. 
 
Regards to you all 

 
 
 
 
 

E J Dixon 
Acting Principal�
�
�
Dear Parents and Guardians 
A special thank you for the support that you have given me in my time as Principal and for the 
kind words that have been said during the farewells of recent weeks. 
 
Manurewa High School is a very special school. The students continue to achieve at the highest 
levels inside and outside the classroom, the teachers are committed to "making a difference", 
the Board of Trustees governs well and the "tradition of excellence is only possible because we 
get support from our community. 
 
All the very best for the future, keep in touch and make sure that Rewa continues to be the 
exception and to perform above expectation. 
 
Kia Kaha 
Best Regards 
Richard Thornton 
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Manurewa High School 

Newsletter 

67 Browns Road, PO Box 75 247, Manurewa, Manukau 2243, Auckland New Zealand, Ph 268 3888, Fax 268 3890 

“achieve our potential, enjoy success - a tradition  of excellence” 



Gateway Programme 
Congratulations to Brendon Downie who was only one of a 
handful of students to be selected from an Auckland wide 
application process to take part in the Gateway Programme with 
Air NZ Engineering Services earlier this year, Brendon has not 
only successfully completed his Gateway Programme with Air 
NZ Engineering Services during term two- but he was also 
recently invited to sit the entry exam for the Air NZ Tech Ops 
Training School. This is not an easy exam to sit and requires a 
high pass rate in the physics, maths and English sections. 
Brendon successfully passed this exam and has been accepted 
into the Air NZ Training School where he will train for his pre 
apprenticeship degree in Aircraft Engineering- this is an 
internationally recognised qualification.  Well Done Brendon. 
————————————————————————————- 
Victoria University Scholarship 
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Careers Update  
 
Careers Expo 2009  
Over 40 exhibitors and approximately 350 students and family 
members attended. 
 
A big thank you to all our very generous sponsors who provided 
amazing prizes that made our careers evening an overwhelming 
success. This years sponsors were: MIKO Café (the Auckland 
Botanical Gardens), Rainbows End, Freelance Animation 
School, MAINZ, Victoria University, NZ School of Travel and 
Tourism, Fraser Thomas Ltd, Skills Update, Natcoll and 
McDonalds. The total prizes valued well in excess of $2,000. 

 
Congratulations to  
Darci Morunga 11BZ  who won 
two Rainbows End day passes.  

 
 
 
 

Student Successes 
Whakapiki Ake Project 
Each year the Whakapiki Ake Project holds a Website 
Competition for all students who are involved with our project 
and who attend the C.O.A.C.H Programme. 
 
We are very happy to announce that Rangatira 
Pou 13SP from Manurewa High School is one of 
our successful prize winners and has won himself 
an iPod Nano. 
 
ASB Scholars 
Congratulations to Barnabas Hyland 13FL, Alice Lam 13SP, 
Ashlyn Naidu 13LA, Jordan Ormsby 13LA, Anne Sim 13SR and 
Danielle Soo 13FL. These students received $150 each from 
ASB and a certificate of recognition as the School’s top 
scholars.  
 
Just the Job 
Over the past two years, four of our senior boys have auditioned 
and scored starring roles working in very different occupations 
for the television programme Just the Job – TV2. Last week our 
school was one of only three New Zealand Secondary schools 
to be invited to participate in the filming of the 100th programme 
in the series. To mark the occasion, a Year 12 Career Education 
class was filmed viewing some of the 90 occupations from the 
series that are to be networked onto our intranet. We will get to 
view our contribution sometime before the end of this year when 
the next series is released. 
 
Scholarships  
Scholarship applications for universities are being processed. 
Independent scholarships are still open; students need to 
enquire about these. 

Science Fair Success 
The regional MIT Manukau City Science & Technology Fair was 
held on 15th and 16th of August.  Manurewa High School had 14 
projects entered and have been awarded 8 category prizes as 
follows: 
 
Senior Science 
Anne Sim     
1st in category with ‘CO2 Gobblers’                   
Prize for Best Year 13 Investigation                     
Premier Award for Best Exhibit in the Science Fair      
             
Vathna Am  
2nd in category - ‘Mother Natures Little Helper’             
Best Year 12 project in the Science Fair 
 
Yuyun Huang 
Highly Commended in category with ‘Apple Zero’        
 
Amy van de Weg  
Highly Commended in category with ‘Getting into the Swing of 
Things’  
Best Year 11 project in the Science Fair                       
 
Year 9 – 13 Secondary Consumer Science 
Kelly Stewart 
1st in category with ‘Is Honey, Honey?’ 
Best Year 10 project in the Science Fair 
 
Saimer Al-Bayati 
3rd in category with ‘Farming for the Future’ 
 
Year 9 & 10 Living World 
Nicholas Voke 
3rd in category with ‘A Dose of DNA’ 
 
Nicole Wiremu 
Highly Commended in category with ‘Meaty Moments’ 
Best project by a Maori Student 
 
As there were over 160 projects entered this year these are 
outstanding results from our students and it was gratifying to 
see Manurewa High School win Best Project in Year 10, 11, 12 
and 13 out of 19 participating schools!  A special thanks to the 
Manurewa High School Science Teachers and Technicians who 
played a key role in the student’s success. 
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Music Theory Passes 
Congratulations to these students who recently passed Royal 
Schools of Music Theory exams: 
Diana Lee  Grade 3 
Garling Wu  Grade 1 (with distinction) 
Oliver Kent  Grade  
————————————————————————————- 
Rugby 
Four Manurewa High School students have been selected for 
the Counties-Manukau Rugby U18 Squad 2009.  
Congratulations to: 
Italia Hunt, Ngawharau Clayton, Haze White-Miller and Alex 
Mase. 
————————————————————————————- 
Realising Potential . . From humble beginnings to school wide 
recognition; Chez Panapa proudly made his way 
up to gain a Silver Medal at the Secondary 
Schools Barista Competition held on 29 July 2009 
at Manukau Institute of Technology (CHATS).  
Chez had 20 minutes to prepare two espressos, 2 
flat whites and 2 lattes.  The World Barista 
Guidelines were used in the judging and the focus 
was on personal presentation, knowledge, technical skills and 
sensory .  Good on you Chez and CONGRATULATIO6���������
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